
 

 

LITURGY THIS SUNDAY – 18 December 
 8.30am RIP: Mark Schneider, Maggie McMahon,  

Christy Brennan, Ellen, William & Marion 
Fitzgerald, Seamus & Veronica Hopkins & 
deceased members of the Hopkins  family,  

10am RIP: Eddie Kilduff , Martin Sonny Morrison, Mary & 
Gerard McManus 

11.30am People of the Parish   RIP: Deceased members of 
the Burns & Kennedy families, George Brock 

7pm POLISH MASS 

LITURGY NEXT SUNDAY 
25 December 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
the BIRTH of CHRIST 

11.30pm VIGILS & FIRST MASS OF CHRISTMAS at 
MIDNIGHT - Pro Populo-People of the Parish    

8.30am DAWN MASS   Celebrant’s Intention  

10am DAWN MASS     RIP: Teresa & Thomas Finnerty, 
Eileen Griffin, Thomas O’Reilly, James McDevitt, 
Mary & Chris Murry  

11.30am MASS of the DAY RIP: Thomas & Jane Byrnes 

7pm POLISH MASS 
 
 

CONTACT US  
PARISH PRIEST Monsignor Kevin McGinnell, VF. Parochial House,  
33 Westbourne Road, LU4 8JD   728849 Mobile : 07889762005    
e: mcginnell@nores.org.uk     
Sister Teresa, Sister Margaret (Daughters of the Holy Spirit)  
106 Dorrington Close, LU3 1XR.  755917  
e: sisters_dhs@yahoo.co.uk  
Syro Malankara Eucharist : 2pm every 4th Saturday of the month  
(Fr Daniel - 0794 7563066 - danikul@yahoo.com)   
PARISH OFFICE:  722127    Parish Secretary:  Caroline Anderson    
Monday to Friday 9.15am - 2.15pm   e: mail@holyghostluton.com  
Website manager:  Teresa Pierpaolo                                            
Parish Safeguarding Representative:  Augustina Williams 
PARISH CENTRE  722127  - Lounge and Hall available for hire 

NORES - Diocesan Office for RE, Evangelisation, Schools, & Catechesis  - 
9.30-4.30pm (Mon-Fri) in the Parish Centre.  
723312 / admin@nores.org.uk www.nores.org.uk 
NYMO – Northampton Diocese Youth Ministry Office  
in the Parish Centre.  01582 720627  / nymo.org.uk 

 

 

LITURGY and PARISH LIFE this week 
 

CONFESSIONS for Christmas 
Town Penitential Service – Monday - 7pm at Stopsley 

Monday, Thursday, Saturday – after 9am Mass 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday – after 7.30pm Mass 
 

Monday – Advent Feria  

9am INT: Paddy Quinn & Family, Tony Burke & family  

Tuesday – Advent Feria 

7.30pm  RIP: Matthew O’Connell   INT: Private Intention 

Wednesday – – Advent Feria – St Peter Canisius, theologian 

7.30pm RIP: Kevin Geoghan   INT: Callum Kinsella 

Thursday – Advent Feria  

9am RIP: Martin Sonny Morrison 

Friday – Advent Feria – St John of Kanty, priest 

6.30am Private Intention 

7.30pm  INT: Ramsey Family, Rory White & family 

Confessions and Exposition after Mass – Benediction 8.25pm 

Saturday – Advent Feria - ANTIPON - O WISDOM 

9am RIP: Timothy Keane, Tom Coleman 

CHRISTMAS EVE –  
VIGIL OF CHRISTMAS 
6.30pm  Vigil Mass [English] 

8.30pm Vigil Mass [Polish] 
 

 

IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK  
Sunday Night Social – from 7pm – Parish Centre 
Monday - 8pm  - Rosary Group – Chapel 
Tuesday- 8pm  - Legion of Mary – Church Upper Room 
Tuesday – 8pm – Sharing our Faith – Parish Centre 
Wednesday – 8pm – Advent Reflection – Narthex 
Thursday – Social Club from 12 noon – Parish Centre 
SCHOOLS -  HOSPITAL &  HOSPICE - AIRPORT 
HOSPITAL - Chaplain: Fr Michael Patey   663706  
Hospital Chapel - Last Friday of each month – Mass at 12.30pm                    
HOSPICE Chaplain: Fr Tony Brennan  502400 
SCHOOLS Primary - St Joseph (573446/572964) St Margaret of 
Scotland (723430)     Cardinal Newman Secondary (597125)  
AIRPORT CHAPEL – Catholic Service, 1st Wed. of the month 1pm 

NOAH  - (728416) offers hope and support to people struggling 
against homelessness and exclusion. Soup Kitchen volunteers 
needed. Bric-à-brac collection every second Sunday of each month 
 
 

 

 

Catholic Diocese of Northampton - northamptondiocese.org  
Luton Pastoral Area (St Alban) - luton.pastoral-area.org.uk 

Welcome to the HOLY GHOST PARISH 
email: mail@holyghostluton.com  
website: holyghostparish.co.uk 

OUR LITURGY & NEWS THIS WEEK –18 December 2016 
FOURTH SUNDAY of ADVENT – Year A [Matthew]   

 

 
POINSETTIAS 
NEEDED NOW  
Or donate via 

the Shop 

 

First week- STAY AWAKE : keep alert all around you   
Second week-PREPARE THE WAY-what will you do? 
Last week – REJOICE! because Christ is our true joy! 

TODAY – Joseph accepts Mary’s pregnancy for the child  
to be born, Jesus, will save his people [US) from their sins! 

So will it affect your prayer life – try the Angelus each day. 
Will it challenge your Catholic living? –  Friday 6.30am Mass 
Will you think more about Christianity? – the Advent course 

   Will you care more for your fellow humans? – the Food Bank 
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OUR MASS TODAY  
 

OUR PARISH PRAYER to our patron, the Holy Spirit, to prepare for MASS 
Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful  
AND KINDLE IN THEM THE FIRE OF YOUR LOVE 
Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created 
AND YOU WILL RENEW THE FACE OF THE EARTH 
Leader -. Let us pray  [we pause]   
ALL - Lord, by the light of the Holy Spirit, you have taught the hearts of your 
faithful. In the same Spirit help us to love what is right and always rejoice in 
your consolation.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Processional –  
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
“All hail,” he said, “thou lowly maiden Mary,  
most highly favoured lady.”  Gloria! 
 

 “For know, a blessed Mother thou shalt be,  
all generations laud and honour thee, 
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold;  
most highly favoured lady.”  Gloria! 
 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,  
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said. 
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name.”  
Most highly favoured lady.”  Gloria! 

 

Greeting and Lighting the Advent Wreath 
 

Penitential Rite 
Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s 
kingdom :  Lord have mercy – Kyrie eleison 
 

You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us and make us holy:  
Christ have mercy – Christe eleison 
 

You will come again in glory with salvation for your people :  
Lord have mercy – Kyrie eleison 
 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life. Amen 
 

LITURGY of the WORD 
 

First Reading  Isaiah 7:10-14 The maiden is with child. 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, Ask the Lord your God for a sign for 
yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights 
above. No, Ahaz answered, I will not put the Lord to the test. Then 
Isaiah said: Listen now, House of David: are you not satisfied with 
trying the patience of men without trying the patience of God, too? 
The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign. It is this: the maiden is 
with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel, 
a name which means God-is-with-us. 
The Word of the Lord - THANKS BE TO GOD 
 

Psalm 24[23] –  OPEN WIDE, O YOU GATES ETERNAL 
  AND LET THE KING OF GLORY ENTER 
 

Second Reading Romans 1:1-7  
Jesus Christ, descendant of David, Son of God. 
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an 
apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good News that God 
promised long ago through his prophets in the scriptures. This news is 
about the Son of God who, according to the human nature he took, 
was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the 
order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was 
proclaimed Son of God in all his power through his resurrection from 
the dead. Through him we received grace and our apostolic mission to 
preach the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his 
name. You are one of these nations, and by his call belong to Jesus 
Christ. To you all, then, who are God's beloved in Rome, called to be 
saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and 
peace.                                    The Word of the Lord – THANKS BE TO GOD 
 

In silence we reflect on the readings and prepare for the Gospel 
 

Gospel Greeting  (Maranatha means – Come,  Lord Jesus) 
Light of nations, ALLELUIA … Light in darkness, MARANATHA 
Risen Saviour, ALLELUIA …Lord of Glory, MARANATHA 
You we long for, ALLELUIA … You we thirst for MARANATHA  
Here among us, ALLELUIA …Living in us MARANATHA 
 

Gospel  - The Lord be with you - AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT. 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (1:18-24) 
GLORY TO YOU, O LORD  

Jesus is born of Mary who was betrothed to Joseph, son of 
David. 
This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live 
together she was found to be with child through the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour and 
wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her 
informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 
'Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 
your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the 
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name 
him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people 
from their sins.' Now all this took place to fulfil the words 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet: The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him 
Emmanuel, a name which means  'God-is-with-us'.  When 

Joseph woke up he did  what the angel of the Lord had  told him to do:  
he took his wife to his home. 
The Gospel of the Lord  - PRAISE TO YOU LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

Acclaiming the gospel –  
Key of David, ALLELUIA….. Son of Mary, MARANATHA 
Promised Saviour, ALLELUIA….  True Messiah, MARANATHA 
 

Homily 
 

The Nicene Creed   
I believe in one God, the Father almighty,   
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.  
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God,  
born of the Father before all ages.   God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the 
Father;  through him all things were made.  
For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

all bow for the next two lines 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,  
he suffered death and was buried,   
and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Intercessions 
 

 The Journey to Bethlehem 

 



 
 

LITURGY of the 

EUCHARIST 
 

At the Preparation of the Gifts  
Where are you bound, Mary, Mary, 
where are you bound, Mother of God? 

 

Beauty is a dove sitting on a sunlit bough, 
beauty is a pray’r without the need for words. 
Words are more than sounds falling off an empty tongue: 
let it be according to his word. 
 

Mary heard the word spoken in her inmost heart. 
Mary bore the Word and held him in her arms. 
Sorrow she has known, seeing him upon the cross: 
greater joy to see him rise again. 
 

Where are we all bound, carrying the Word of God? 
Time and place are ours to make his glory known. 
Mary bore him first, we will tell the whole wide world: 
let it be according to his word. 

 
OR   
As I kneel before you, as I bow my head in prayer, 
take this day, make it yours and fill me with your love 
Ave Maria, gratia plena,Dominus tecum, benedicta tu. 
 

All I have I give you, every dream and wish are yours, 
Mother of Christ, Mother of mine, present them to my Lord. 
 

As I kneel before you, and I see your smiling face, 
every thought, every word is lost in your embrace. 
 

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you - AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT. 
Lift up your hearts  - WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God - IT IS RIGHT AND JUST. 
 

- The Priest continues the Preface until we sing the Sanctus 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD GOD OF HOSTS.   
HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY.  
HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.  
BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.   
HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST. 
 

- After the Consecration: “The Mystery of Faith” - we respond  
WHEN WE EAT THIS BREAD AND DRINK THIS CUP 
WE PROCLAIM YOUR DEATH, O LORD, UNTIL YOU COME AGAIN 
 

The Communion Rite 
 

OUR FATHER …… 
 

Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our 
days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the 
coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.   FOR THE KINGDOM,  
THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS NOW AND FOR EVER. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my 
peace I give you; look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. AMEN 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. AND WITH YOUR SPIRIT 
 

Let us offer each other a sign of the peace of Christ 
 

Agnus Dei - as the Bread [Christ’s Body] is broken for us – when sung 
LAMB OF GOD, YOU TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD,  
HAVE MERCY ON US 
LAMB OF GOD, YOU TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD,  
HAVE MERCY ON US 
LAMB OF GOD, YOU TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLD,  
HAVE MERCY ON US 

 
 
 
 
The Communion 
Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the 
world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb. 
LORD, I AM NOT WORTHY THAT YOU SHOULD ENTER UNDER MY 
ROOF BUT ONLY SAY THE WORD AND MY SOUL SHALL BE HEALED. 

 

Communion Procession – our prayer as we journey together to 
Communion as God’s people – please make it your sung prayer 

 
WAIT FOR THE LORD,  
WHOSE DAY IS NEAR. 
WAIT FOR THE LORD, KEEP 
WATCH, TAKE HEART. 

 
 

Communion Thanksgiving 
O comfort my people and calm all their fear, 
and tell them the time of salvation draws near. 
O tell them I come to remove all their shame. 
Then they will forever give praise to my name. 
 

Proclaim to the cities of Judah, my word; 
that ‘gentle yet strong is the hand of the Lord. 
I rescue the captives, my people defend, 
and bring them to justice and joy without end.’ 
 

 All mountains and hills shall become as a plain,  
for vanished are mourning and hunger and pain. 
And never again shall these war against you. 
Behold I come quickly to make all things news.’ 

OR 
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer  
our spirits by thine advent here;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice, rejoice, Emmanuel, shall come to thee O Israel 

 

O come, Desire of nations, bind  in one the hearts of all humankind; 
Bid now our sad divisions cease, and be yourself our King of Peace. 

 

O come, o come Emmanuel  and ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear                 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Processional 
We shall hold with faith to what God promised, 
ready to welcome Christ, the Prince of Justice. 
We shall be attentive to his Spirit, 
ready to welcome Christ, the Prince of Peace. 

 

Organ Voluntary at 11.30am  - Ave Maris Stella - Dupre 
 

(In many places the people remain and listen to the voluntary 
as a time of prayer and reflection. Try it for yourself!) 

 

At the end of Mass fold this leaflet back for the next person.  
Better still take it home your prayer and reflection 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS        (Music - CALAMUS Licence) 
Readings taken from The Jerusalem Bible DLT 1966    
Excerpts from the Roman Missal (3rd edn) – ICEL   As I~ kneel -  
Mass setting – Plainsong    Psalm – J Gelineau  O comfort – C Waddell 
Gospel Processional– B Farrell       O come, o come – 12/13th cent (JM Neale) 
We shall hold - PM Hoog & RB Kelly   Wait for the Lord – Taize (J Berthier)  
 

ALL READERS and EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 
CHECK THE ROTA FOR YOUR SERVICE 

OVER CHRISTMAS AND THE NEW YEAR 
COMMISSIONING for MINISTERS for 2017 - at Sunday mass  
- for Readers – 8 January 
- for Eucharistic Ministers – 22 January. 

 



Please put those dates in now and make sure you are available 
  



 

LITURGY & SACRAMENT 
 

 

TIME FOR PRAYER 
December is dedicated to The Coming of Christ 

(The Immaculate Conception) 
 

POPE FRANCIS in December 2016 asks you to pray  

Universal: That the scandal of child-soldiers may be eliminated 
the world over. 
Evangelization: That the peoples of Europe may rediscover the 
beauty, goodness and truth of the Gospel to give joy and hope 
to life. 

PRAY FOR ALL ON OUR PRAYER BOARD at Our Lady’s Shrine - 
Add your requests there for particular intentions 
PRAY for ALL OUR SICK and HOUSEBOUND and all whose 
names are on the Prayer Board. Let the Office know to add a 
name or when someone recovers. Ask Sister Teresa to visit any 
parishioner who is sick at home in hospital for a visit [755917] 
PRAY FOR ALL OUR DEAD to know God’s mercy.  
Those who died recently – GORDON MARSHALL, RAY 
NICHOLSON, CELIA GOODSTADT – the victims of the tragedies in 
churches in Egypt and Nigeria, and in Kenya and Turkey 

 

OUR PRAYER BOARD  
is by Our Lady’s Shrine. 
 Please use it for your intentions and 
requests. We include them in all 
masses and so you know that the rest 

of the parish is praying for you. 
 

Fr Kevin’s Diary this week:  
Monday – Ecumenical meetings, Luton 
Tuesday – Schools, Slough 
Wednesday – Education meetings, Luton 
 

OUR PARISH FINANCES 
THANK YOU – Last Sunday’s Offering – £1242.82 
Please give what you can. We need c. £1500 per week to build 
up reserves.  Don’t forget your envelope for any week away! 
TODAY – Collection for Christmas Flowers 
 
 

WINDOWS + FUND stands at 

£3870.44  (Target - £150K) 

to replace all our window frames around 
the stained glass, and then to refurbish 
other needed items in the Church.  

 

OUR PREMISES 
CHRISTMAS BIG CLEAN all groups please  
- Wednesday 21 December at 8pm 
 

CAFOD thanks all those who supported our work by giving, 
acting and praying.  This brings compassion, hope and 
transforms lives around the world.  You are a great 
inspiration. II look forward to working with you in 2017.  A 
blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year.  From Deborah - 
CAFOD Northampton. 

OUR PARISH DIARY 
 

Christmas Day Dinner at St Martin de Porres. 1.30-5pm For anyone on 
their own or unable to prepare Christmas Dinner. Contact Mary 
Maybury on 01582 754850/07866989254. Cost £5 or donation  
 

26 December 8pm – ST STEPHEN’s NIGHT DANCE - 

here at the Holy Ghost Centre. Music by Noel & Joe. Bring 
your own drink. 
 

31 December NEW YEAR’s EVE DANCE here at Holy 
Ghost.  Bring your own drink. 
Ticket £5 includes food  - from Eileen/Jim 968020. 
 

3-5 February 2017 - LUX MIRTH ––for young people!  
See www.nymo.org / Fiona 720627 / Fiona@nymo.org 
Check with Fr Kevin or James McPherson 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION GROUP  
make sure you are in good form for the Nativity Play 
in the Carol Service TODAY 18 December 3pm.  
Rehearsals  - TODAY 2pm 
 
 

 

 
 

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS 2016 
 

ADVENT FRIDAYS – 
6.30am Advent Mass.  
7.30pm Advent Mass followed by 
Exposition and Confessions. Benediction at 8.25pm 
 

OUR SHOP has a great range of religious cards and items 
for Christmas. Make sure you ask for the Christian 
Christmas stamps in the Post Office 
 

Advent Reflections – DO YOU LOVE ME? 
continue 8-9pm, in the Narthex  
Wednesday 21 December. [Mass at 7.30pm]   
 

 
TODAY – 3pm   
CAROL SERVICE,  
NATIVITY PLAY &  
CRISTINGLE  
 

FROM NOW UNTIL CHRISTMAS – How we wait? 

Each day has a special prayer – which we call the Great “O” 
Antiphon because it begins with a name of Christ, one of 
his attributes mentioned in Scripture. They are: 
• December 17: O Sapientia (O Wisdom) 
• December 18: O Adonai (O Lord) 
• December 19: O Radix Jesse (O Root of Jesse) 
• December 20: O Clavis David (O Key of David) 
• December 21: O Oriens (O Dayspring) 
• December 22: O Rex Gentium (O King of the nations) 
• December 23 : O Emmanuel (O With Us is God) 
Think about what title you want for Jesus this Christmas! 

 

 

 

DISPLAY THE CHRISTMAS POSTER IN YOUR WINDOW FROM TODAY 
BLESS YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE AND CRIB ɀ BE PROUD OF OUR FAITH! 

http://www.nymo.org/
mailto:Fiona@nymo.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tree_of_Jesse
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emmanuel

